bioenergy-driven agricultural land use change and biomass quantities in the U.S. Midwest with MODIS time series," by C. Wang et al. used support vector machine classifier to identify and map the spatial distributions of major annual crops corn, soybean, winter wheat and spring wheat and three perennial energy crops (shortgrass, warm-season tallgrass and cool-season tallgrass) in the Midwest based on 500-m MODIS NDVI composites. This study indicated that frequent satellite observations might provide an efficient tool of monitoring biomass supplies and land use changes to assist national bioenergy decision-making. Finally, "Object-based spatiotemporal analysis of vine canopy vigor using an inexpensive unmanned aerial vehicle remote sensing system" by A. Mathews employed a low-cost UAV and digital camera remote sensing system for aerial imagery acquisition and successfully identified spatial variability in vine canopy vigor using a vine performance index based on the acquired aerial imagery.
The second part of this special section will be published in Vol. 9 (2015) of the Journal of Applied Remote Sensing and will cover a number of different topics. We want to express our deep appreciation to all authors and reviewers for their high-quality contributions and enthusiastic efforts to this special section.
